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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BE 


LIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 


democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian cap 





at pr ft 


closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when It is right, but when authoritative evidence Indicates our 


country is being influenced Into the wrong, we would 


seek through democratic means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the h 


ighest service to patriotism and to God. 





TV Commercials 


Once again the TV commercials 
have come in for almost unanimous 
condemnation by leaders of educa- 
tional, religious, business and civic 
groups queried recently —in the 
public interest — by the well known 
publicist, Edward L. Bernays. Ask- 
ed if they believed that television 
commercials “served the public in- 
terest, convenience and necessity,” 
the majority replied that TY com- 
mercials bored, infuriated, deceived 
the public, hence destroyed their 
own value. But there was unani- 
mous agreement that the cure 
should come through self-regulation 
in the television and advertising in- 
dustries. A few exceptions were not- 
ed as examples for standard prac- 
tices. 

The president of Columbia Uni- 
versity, Grayson Kirk, stated, “I do 
not believe that present-day televi- 
sion commercials serve either the 
best interests of the sponsoring 
company or the ‘public interest, 
convenience and necessity’ as stipu- 
lated by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. They are insuf- 
ferably repetitious and far too ob- 
trusive.” 


Dr. Pitirim A. Sorokin, professor 
of Sociology at Harvard, comment- 
ed, “It is a real pity that such a per- 
fect instrument of communication 
is actually used for such vulgar, 
stupid and demoralizing purposes. 
Not only commercials but the basic 
programs need a complete recon- 
struction im the direction of lifting 
their intellectual, aesthetic and mor- 
al standards.” 


Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of Union 
Theological Seminary expressed 
surprise that so many fine actors 
were “drawn in to be the hucksters 
to sell the goods.” A leading editor 
protested that the commercials were 
directed at “a mental level which 
was too low”; a newspaper execu- 
tive advised the networks and ad- 
vertisers to “tone down phony 
claims, step up facts.” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


6 ‘Tes HARD TO SEE where you are going unless you can see where 
you've been,” said the old scouts of pioneer days. 

When it became clear that the French in Indochina were facing 
inevitable defeat, a defeat largely brought on themselves by the refusal to 
face the political realities in their Far Eastern colony, our Government 
made a strong effort to organize our allies into a united front in the face 
of the Communist advance, both in Indochina and at Geneva. This united 
front did not materialize, and American diplomacy suffered a considerable 
defeat which we outlined as probable in our forecast of April 15. (“Geneva 
in Preview” and “Does Hydrogen Mean Security?) 

THE GENEVA DEFEAT resulted chiefly from a peculiar blind- 
ness on the part of our political and military leadership. Washington had 
anticipated that we could rally our friends and halt the Reds by our dem- 
onstrations of the immense new Hydrogen weapons and our diplomatic 
threats of “mass retaliation” if the Communists did not abandon their ex- 
pansionist aims. Or, to summarize, 

The hydrogenous weapon was a happy invention, 
Demanding our foes make amends. 

But our foes we construe are hydrogenous too, 

And we’ve only frightened our friends. 


For our threat of mass retaliation simply meant to the people of 
England, France, Italy, Japan that, if we carried out such a threat, the 
second phase would be Soviet Hydrogen bombs on England, France, 
Italy, Japan and wherever else our military striking power is based. The 
people of those countries know they could never survive such attacks. 

Moreover, the military extremists in Washington are still insisting 
that the use of A-bombs in Indochina a few weeks ago would have stopped 
the Reds and “stabilized the situation.” (See the report in the Alsop col- 
umn, May 11). The American military extremists seem to assume that we 
could use atom missiles on the Red troops in Indochina and on the Chi- 
nese supply bases in China that feed the Red armies, and that all Commu- 
nist forces would lay down with their feet in the air to be neatly tabulated 
by our victorious tactical experts. 

Hasn’t Korea taught us anything? The Communists have every- 
thing we have on land, sea and in the air. And they have something more 
that we do not have — a mixed ideological-military strategy which arms 
hordes of illiterate, impoverished people with wild promises and guns and 
sends them out into their native jungles to fight for the “proletariat revo- 
lution” -— and to them that means just some land of their own and more 
food. Certainly we can drop atom missiles on them, which would delight 
Moscow enormously, for it would turn one billion other people of color 
quickly against us, people who fear communism but also understand 
what drives these ragged young men into the jungle regiments. Moscow 
would, with a flurry of delight, provide the Indochinese and the Chinese 
Reds with planes and atomic or perhaps even Hydrogen missiles to wipe 
out our bases surrounding Indochina — which would make infinitely bet- 
ter targets than 100,000 half clad, scrambling guerrilla soldiers hiding in 
the jungles. That’s why our diplomats stood at Geneva with no allies. 

MORE SANE AND REASONABLE THOUGHTS are moving 
through our diplomatic and military ranks, now that the crisis created by 
the fall of Dienbienphu is over and the Geneva Conference has sunken 


into the doldrums of futility. Our politico-military leadership is once more 
(continued on NEXT page) 





WITH THIS ISSUE we en- 
ter the summer season when 
Between The Lines is publish- 
ed monthly instead of twice 
monthly. The pace of events 
usually slackens in the summer, 
so by extraordinary care in the 
selection and condensation of 
material we are still able to keep 
our readers informed of import- 
ant developments. The reduced 
publishing schedule for these 
three months also provides first 
aid to our budget with its task 
of providing so much for so lit- 
tle. You, too, can help in that 
effort by using your copy to in- 








terest others. 





South Eases Race Bias 

IN BIRMINGHAM, the legal 
ban that prohibits Negroes from 
playing in athletic contests with 
whites has been eased for football 
and baseball. The City Code pre- 
viously prohibited Negroes from 
playing together “in any game of 
cards, dice, dominoes, checkers, 
baseball, softball, football, basket- 
ball or similar games.” The new re- 
written section dropped baseball 
and football from the list and omit- 
ted “or similar games.” Birming- 
ham is one of the few Southern 
cities with such specific laws on its 
books. 

IN SOUTHERN LIBRARIES: 
In 1953, 59 Southern cities gave 
Negroes unrestricted use of main 
public libraries; 24 gave limited 
service to Negroes at the main li- 
braries; and 11 had one or more 
branch libraries giving unrestricted 
service. This is by contrast to the 
situation in 1941 when only 4 
Southern cities allowed Negroes un- 
restricted use of their main public 
libraries and 12 cities limited Ne- 
groes to separate library rooms. 
The need for a widening policy of al- 
lowing Negroes to use main public 
libraries was stressed recently by 
the Southern Regional Council 


(with membership among educa- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





South Eases Race Bias 


(continued) 
tional, business, church, labor and 
professional leaders of both races in 
13 Southern states). 

Economic considerations influ- 
enced the decision of many cities 
to drop the color line in their li- 
braries, for separate library facili- 
ties would be prohibitive in cost. 
Yet without extra outlay present 
library facilities could extend li- 
brary services to a million Negroes 
who are potential readers. Few le- 
gal barriers exist to the extension of 
unsegregated library service, and 
Dr. L. D. Reddick, chief librarian 
of Atlanta University, explained 
that library officials had ‘“‘a greater 
freedom than almost any other 
group of public servants in the 
South to open the doors of their 
institutions to all.” He stated that 
informed and thoughtful Southern- 
ers are aware that “to deny a fellow 
human being the right to read a 
book is an indecency of which none 
of us personally would want to be 
guilty.” 

The council noted that Negroes 
now sit on public school boards in 
9 Southern communities and on city 
councils in 10 communities; but 
only Louisville and Winston Salem 
had Nergoes on library boards. 


PROGRESS IN CAPITALISM: 
A heartening example of worker- 
management cooperation was the 
recent vote by the United Auto 
Workers Union (CIO) employees 
of Willys Motors to take a pay cut 
of up to 10 per cent in order to 
help put their company’s operation 
in a better competitive position 
in relation with the GM, Chrysler 
and Ford. The new pay plan does 
not cut basic hourly wages but does 
eliminate incentive pay. In many 
labor-management negotiations this 
element of responsibility is the miss- 
ing but essential ingredient — re- 
sponsibility on the part of manage- 
ment to both owners and employees 
— responsibility on the part of la- 
bor for production as well as re- 
muneration. 


CO-OP SUMMARY: American 
capitalism continues on a _ true 
course of free enterprise — and 
away from socialism which is state 
control. An example of healthy 
free enterprise is the consumers’ 
cooperative in Waukegan, Illinois. 
Owned and controlled by 7,421 
members, it did a gross business of 
$2,673,000 in 1953—netting a 
profit of $73,215. Of these earn- 
ings, refunds to co-op patrons to- 
taled $48,000; plowed back into re- 
serves, $7,381; U. S. income taxes, 
$6,307; dividends to stockholders, 
$11,127. Organized in 1911 as a 
dairy, this co-op now operates a 
service station, a sausage kitchen, 
an egg department and dairy, and 
five food stores, one of which is a 
super market with a parking lot. 








X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


forced back upon the torturous realization that the international Com- 
munist dictatorship is not pushing on towards an all-out war (so we can 
get things settled and over with) —nor are they going to permit peace. 
They will continue seeking to exploit the plight of impoverished, op- 
pressed and embittered peoples wherever they can find them; they will 
seek to further divide the West as the opportunity affords and patiently 
await the day when the Western capitalist system collapses from what the 
Reds claim to be its own contradictory weight. 


EBUILDING OUR IDEOLOGICAL AND MILITARY POSITION 
before the eyes of the world is the task that now engages our Gov- 
ernment. We must also reconstruct our alliances, convincing our allies that 
we will keep the Hydrogen bombs out of reach of our political and mili- 
tary hotheads. Our more moderate military leaders — and we have many, 
including the President — realize that the only sane strategy in keeping 
with our traditions and resources are: (1) to insist that France make good 
on promises of independence to the Indochinese states so that the odor of 
over-ripe colonialism may no longer contaminate the Indochinese situa- 
tion and all the Western powers related to it; (2) to make a tactical sur- 
vey of the military situation in Asia and establish lines of ultimatum that 
are sane and realistic in terms of the blood and resources we want to risk; 
(3) to devote increasing resources to economic aid programs in all the ex- 
posed areas beyond Indochina to halt further Communist infiltration. 
DIENBIENPHU WAS GROSSLY OVEREMPHASIZED as a 
battle of strategic importance, according to some of America’s leading 
tactical experts. Take a look at a map of Indochina, especially one that 
shows the battle lines, and you will see Dienbienphu in the northwest cor- 
ner of French-held territory. It had long been by-passed and surrounded 
by Red jungle brigades and ordinarily should have been abandoned 
months ago to give greater stability to the French position. Why was it 
held so determinedly when it had little tactical value and the French were 
in no position to capitalize on its survival if the Reds had been checked? 


It is known that certain American military chiefs urged the 
French to make a dramatic stand, encouraged them to ask for all-out 
American battle support, assuring the French commander that the mood 
in Washington was such as to assure help from the U. S. Navy and Air 
Force. Since these charges were openly made in the Washington Post on 
May 13, it appears quite logical now to conclude that Dienbienphu was 
intensely highlighted to create a wave of fear and war fever in this coun- 
try which, it was hoped in some quarters, would have aroused sufficient 
public support for America’s outright intervention in the conflict. Such 
tactics have been used before. That’s the stuff of which wars are made. 

But such maneuvers do not present, either to our friends or our 
foes, even a glimmer of the type of leadership which America has given 
to the world in the past, and can give again — the ideal of Christian shar- 
ing, of justice and understanding of other men, their hungers, fears, faiths 
and aspirations. That’s the stuff of which peace is made. 


OWER AND POLITICS: The Eisenhower Administration may soon 

pay its debt to another large segment of corporate wealth for sup- 
port in the last presidential campaign, an action involving issues of great 
importance to America’s economic future. The 1952 backing of the Taft- 
MacArthur ultra-conservative Republican machine was finally swung to 
Eisenhower when Ike’s promoters promised: (1) to the oil corporations, 
that an Eisenhower Administration would jam through Congress the Tide- 
lands oil give-away; (2) to the giant Midwest and New York utility finan- 
ciers, that Federal public power expansion would be curbed and private 
utilities given free rein; (3) to the large lumber and mining corporations 
and wealthy cattle and sheep raisers, that the great public domain con- 
servation program — forests, grasslands, mineral resources — would be 
nudged over under the control of private interests. 

THE DEBT TO THE OIL CORPORATIONS was paid with an 
alacrity that at first stunned the public but then brought a flood of un- 
favorable public reaction that still worries GOP leaders. The stage is set 
now for the second act — the curbing of public power expansion. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower has made many conflicting statemenets concerning his 
views On public power. His associates defend his confusion by explaining 
that the courses in economics are very brief at West Point. And medals 
are never passed out to generals and admirals with citations for ‘a suc- 
cessful assault against enemy positions with outstanding recognition of the 
balance between ammunition and supplies consumed and the cost-quantity 
situation at the supply base and on the production front.” Yet many wars 
have been lost because military leadership did not recognize such eco- 
nomic factors! But if we ever succeed in training our military leaders to 
that extent, we'll be intelligent enough to stay out of wars. The fact is that 
our very winsome President knew little about economics in general and 

(continued on NEXT page) 





UN Reviewed 


The frequent attacks on the UN 
find new challenge in the reports 
of two conservative members of our } 
Congress who have served recently 
at the UN. Mrs. Frances P. Bol- 
ton, Republican Congresswoman 
from Ohio, and J. P. Richards, 
Democratic Congressman from 
South Carolina, were U. S. dele- 
gates to the Eighth General Assem- 
bly, and their reports to their con- 
gressional colleagues were the most 
detailed and complete of any ever 
submitted to a Congress on. the 
UN. They criticize some phases of 
the UN, approve of many others, 
but they strongly recommend con- 
tinued participation by this country 
in the UN, urge further exchange 
of visits between members of Con- 
gress and delegates to the UN. 


Mrs. Bolton comes from a Mid- 
west area where much anti-UN 
sentiment originates, thus might be 
expected to represent the isolation- 
ist “go it alone” anti-UN view. 
Yet both these legislators stress 
that, while the Soviet delegates do 
stir up much discord and use the 
UN as a sounding board for Com- 
munist propaganda, this situation 
actually works to the advantage of 
the West, for the Soviet propaganda 
speeches meet with steady and con- 
sistent failure, as revealed in the 
continued defeat of Communist 
proposals. Rather than being won 
over by Communist propaganda, 
delegates from over the world have 
learned at first-hand the deceit and 
falseness of Russia’s claims and 
unite in opposing Communist ma- 
neuvers. The congressional observ- 
ers speak highly of the achieve- 
ments of many UN organizations 
which function on a world-wide ba- 
sis in many fields and which are 
constantly enlarging the areas of the 
international cooperation. While the 
UN has not been able to main- 
tain authority over big power uni- 
lateral action, the many fields of in- 
ternational cooperation it has de- 
veloped are forever widening and 
deepening the foundations for peace 
which must be built on this cooper- 
ative spirit. 





Report from Japan 

The American people have been 
given an erroneous picture of the 
attitude of the Japanese people to- 
wards the rearmament of Japan as 
an ally of the anti-Communist 
Western defense system. Japan has 
signed the American Foreign Op- 
erations Administration agreements 
and taken the necessary legislative 
steps to establish its own army, 
navy and air force. This fact has 
been publicized in this country as 
tantamount to endorsement by the 
Japanese people of these policies. 
This is far from the truth. 


Newsmen who have spent recent 


years in Japan report that the Jap- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Report from Japan 
(continued) 

anese people are nearly 100 per 
cent anti-military, and that a major- 
ity of the businessmen, intellectuals, 
students and farmers are outspoken 
pacifists. With such basic distrust 
of the military, the Japanese doubt 
that any democratically constituted 
civilian government could control 
the military establishment once it 
has regained strengthened prestige. 
Hessell Tiltman writes in England’s 
noted Manchester Guardian, “In 
living and travelling in Japan for 
the past nine years, I have yet to 
meet a single Japanese industrialist, 
farmer, fisherman or worker who 
was not fed up with war and every- 
thing associated with it. If anything 
is certain about the Japan of 1954, 
it is that the nation is as nearly 100 
per cent pacifist as any nation 
could be.” 

The long bitter debates on re- 
armament, even though the arma- 
ments are solely for self-defense, the 
almost universal reluctance to re- 
create a military general staff, and 
the opposition of businessmen, stu- 
dents and workers towards military 
conscription — all testify to public 
attitudes. And all parties in the Diet 
are opposed to sending the new de- 
fense force overseas in any circum- 
stances, even as a component of 
United Nations forces in support of 
UN claims. The Japanese are espe- 
cially repelled and worried over the 
flip-flopping of American policy. 
Upon their defeat, we demanded 
that their new “democratic” consti- 
tution renounce all militarism and 
all military organizations as a na- 
tional policy “forever”; then in just 
a few years, we reversed ourselves 
and are now urging them to rearm 
and resume a war-like posture to- 
wards their nearest neighbors. 

Great harm has been done to 
U. S.-Japanese relations by the 
flamboyant speeches of American 
senators and officials who have 
threatened Japan with dire conse- 
quences if they did not fall in with 
American military policy. The Jap- 
anese realize that in case of war 
their homeland would be the first 
battleground and now, with Hydro- 
gen power, that they would be ut- 
terly demolished as a nation in the 
first phases of such a conflict, stand- 
ing as they do in the center of the 
U. S. front lines of defense. The 
Japanese consequently feel that 
their only hope of security is to 
avoid being a part of the Western 
defense system any more than ab- 
solutely necessary; thus they would 
present no threat to their two giant 
neighbors, and would cease to be a 
target as an American stronghold. 
These sentiments are seething un- 
der the surface in Japan now and 
will be heard from increasingly in 
the future. The Japanese are study- 
ing the success of neutrality in Fin- 
land and Sweden with interest. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


even less about power development. 


THE OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUE of the powerful private 
utility lobbyists, who have been given free run in the White House and in 
congressional committee rooms, has been to keep the public wondering 
while the President talked both ways, praising past Government power 
development to pacify the suspicions of millions of farmers and others 
who have benefited by Federal power; then, in the next breath, warning 
against creeping socialism in the Federal power program. While the pub- 
lic was thus held in a state of confused suspension, the power trust saw 
to it that enemies of public power and former executives of giant private 
corporations were placed in strategic spots of leadership in Federal bureaus 
that are related to power projects. (See BTL, Sept. 1, °53 for details). 

The action now planned will follow three major courses: (1) con- 
tinue to build smaller Federal power projects in cooperation or in “part- 
nership” with state and local governments and the private utilities, giving 
all possible publicity to such projects to offset the Democrat charge that 
Federal power developments have been abandoned; (2) block the major 
Federal power projects where Federal funds would be used to build giant 
multi-purpose dams on a scale private utilities could not attempt, and 
favor smaller, substitute projects on the same water courses which private 
power corporations could attempt, thus swinging the major power devel- 
opments away from Government ownership to private enterprise; (3) in 
semi-secrecy, adroitly cultivate the idea in the public mind that such com- 
pleted projects as TVA, Grand Coulee, Boulder Dam, etc., are really so- 
cialistic and communistic and thus are a threat to our economic freedom 
and promote the idea of the eventual sale of these great systems to private 
corporations. This propaganda task is already in full swing under the skill- 
ful direction of the power lobbies, U. S. Chambers of Commerce, ete. 

An example of how this conflict is being waged is the Hell’s Can- 
yon project on the Snake River in the Pacific Northwest where Federal 
authorities have long planned a giant dam along TVA lines. Such a dam 
would provide an abundance of cheap power along with extensive irriga- 
tion facilities, plus a large fertilizer plant that was to be undertaken by 
farmer cooperatives. The Eisenhower Administration, acting under the 
pressure and direction of the power lobbies, has sought to kill the Federal 
project at Hell’s Canyon and permit private utilities to build three small 
dams at lower levels, which would forever destroy the possibility of the 
large dam, would greatly limit the irrigation development and would com- 
pletely eliminate the fertilizer project which could only be possible where 
abundant cheap power was readily available. 


Another important angle: the Federal power-irrigation projects 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Report from Formosa 

American military planning in 
Asia rests heavily upon Formosa as 
a bastion of defense, and conse- 
quently upon Chiang Kai-shek as 
master of Formosa. What is the na- 
ture of this alliance and Chiang’s 
rule? We cannot afford to delude 
ourselves on this subject because 
the attitudes of millions in Asia to- 
wards the U. S. will be affected by 
the truth about Formosa. Hence 
the significance of the following 
documents made public recently by 
Dr. K. C. Wu, Governor of For- 
mosa from 1949 to 1953, and an 
important official of Chiang’s Na- 
tionalist regime for over 20 years. 
Dr. Wu, American-educated and 
with many friends in the U. S., 
broke with Chiang Kai-shek be- 
cause of the tyranny and corruption 
in the Formosa regime. (See Re- 
porter magazine for April 27.) 

Dr. Wu believes there is still a 
chance to reliberate the mainland 
of China— but only as facts on 
Formosa are faced squarely. When 
Dr. Wu became Governor of For- 
mosa in 1949, Chiang gave him 
only one order — to raise the mon- 
ey needed each month to support 
the armed forces. Everything else 
was left to Dr. Wu, and so he was 
able to introduce free elections for 
the local governments for the first 
time in the history of China, to im- 
plement land-reform measures, to 
establish social insurance for labor 
and to initiate tax reforms. 


Chiang’s son had been appointed 
head of the Political Department 
immediately after Chiang himself 
was restored to the Presidency and 
in a short time the Political De- 
partment became a system of politi- 
cal commissars, modeled after that 
of the Soviet. Promotions soon be- 
came predicted not upon the in- 
dividual’s merit but upon his re- 
lationship with the Political De- 
partment. Dr. Wu states that the 
abuse of power in the Political De- 
partment has wrecked morale 
among troops on Formosa, that 
Chiang’s army on Formosa has de- 
teriorated into an organization use- 
ful for impressive parade perform- 
ances for visiting American inspec- 
tors, and it continues to be an im- 
portant political weapon. But its 
military effectiveness became un- 
dermined by a rigid secret police 
organization dominated by Chiang’s 
son. This police tyranny also infil- 
trated the courts, though Dr. Wu 
appealed repeatedly to Chiang to 
support the principle that arrests 
must be made only with sufficient 
evidence of crime, that searches 
could not be conducted without due 
process of law; he also protested 
the kidnappings of officials and vot- 
ers before meetings or so-called 
“free elections.” Specifically he de- 
scribed the arrest, on the eve of an 
election, of 398 Formosans on 


(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Report from Formosa 
(continued) 

charges that they were “rascals,” 
though after screening the evidence, 
Dr. Wu found evidence of minor 
misdemeanors against only 18. He 
also fought the subordination of 
public education to Chiang’s Youth 
Corps —a Nazi-like youth “bund.” 

As governor of Formosa, Dr. Wu 
had the right to oppose this grow- 
ing tyranny, but his right to oppose 
was circumvented, and eventually 
he resigned. Only after much delay 
and because of his wide acquaint- 
ance outside Formosa, were he and 
his wife eventually granted pass- 
ports to come to the U. S., but their 
16-year old son was not allowed to 
go with them. Stooges of Chiang’s 
son took over Dr. Wu’s duties, and 
whispering campaigns have been 
inaugurated against him (including 
the false charge that he had illegal- 
ly transferred government funds 
to his own account in the U. S.) 
Dr. Wu has openly challenged the 
Formosa Government to bring its 
evidence into an American court, 
and if proved states that he will 
waive the special rights of political 
asylum and return to accept any 
penalty imposed. But Chiang has 
not dared accept this offer. 


This record is important because 
millions of American dollars have 
financed this tyranny in the name 
of defense of freedom. Also the 
American people have been be- 
trayed and hoodwinked by Ameri- 
can politicians who have been Chi- 
ang’s front in this country. But the 
highest tragedy of all is that such 
influential Protestant missionary 
groups as the Southern Baptists and 
Methodist leaders have championed 
Chiang’s regime after Baptist mis- 
sionaries and Methodist bishops 
have been feasted and feted on vis- 
its to Formosa and taken to visit 
the undoubtedly fine Christian work 
which Chiang, as a Christian con- 
vert, has fostered. We do not ques- 
tion Chiang’s personal Christian in- 
tegrity, but, to say the least, he has 
been victimized by vicious influ- 
ences around him, and it is a his- 
torical fact that the loss of China 
was caused much more by the cor- 
ruption surrounding Chiang than 
by any blunders or left-wing manip- 
ulations by our State Department. 

To perpetuate this corruption and 
tyranny on Formosa is but to com- 
pound the evil— with over 500 
million people in Asia watching 
these developments closely. To ap- 
pear to condone — by our contin- 
ued association with such a situa- 
tion without some radical effort to- 
wards correction — will further re- 
flect upon the Christian church and 
upon our Government. 

Members of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee in Congress are demand- 
ing an investigation of Chiang’s 
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are regulated by laws which limit to 160 acres the amount of new irri- 
gated land going to any one owner. Thus the new land is protected against 
coming into the possession of the large industrialized farm corporations 
which in so many areas are crowding out the family-size farms. The pri- 
vate utilities in their manipulations openly favor the interests of the large 
corporate owners. The battle now raging in Washington between the ad- 
vocates of abundant cheap power through Federal projects and the pri- 
vate utility corporations should reach a decision during the remaining 
months of this year. While public sentiment, which is overwhelmingly in 
favor of Government power developments, is being aroused on the mat- 
ter, the GOP private power advocates are, as Washington quips, “deter- 
mined in their policy and do not intend to be upset by the facts.” 


The tragedy of this conflict is that it is both blind and unnecessary. 
Private utilities have a proper and desirable function in purveying essen- 
tial services and, within their limitations, in developing power sources. 
(About 85 per cent of all utilities continue to be privately owend and op- 
erated). But when there is desperate need of developing power sources on 
a scale too vast for any private undertaking, then it is important that self- 
interest should not thwart Government development which is “in the pub- 
lic interest” (any more than privately-owned shipping companies should 
seek to “own” or control the sea lanes). 


HE BATTLE FOR THE ATOM: The present power controversy is 

far reaching in that it is really the beginning of the great struggle 
over who will own the atom — private corporations or the people through 
their Government. Is atomic power — which was developed entirely at 
the taxpayer’s expense and is soon to be a vast industrial factor of our 
economic community life — now to be turned over to corporations for 
profitable exploitation, or is it to remain in the public domain under the 
supervision of the people’s representatives? The Senate-House Atomic 
Energy Committee has been holding hearings on a new bill that the Ad- 
ministration has proposed, a bill obviously prepared under the pressure 
and guidance of the private utility lobbyists. This bill sets the stage for a 
few large industrial concerns to hold patents and rights to atomic re- 
sources, creating a monopoly that would shut out competition of little 
businesses and make the public pay over again for the services and new 
materials it had already largely paid for in the Federal Government’s 
tremendous program which developed atomic energy. Here again, free en- 
terprise capitalism should function on a basis of true free enterprise, in 
areas of utilization and distribution, but should not control the source of 
power, should not strangle free competition. 


THE REAL STRUGGLE BETWEEN PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 
AND PROFIT-SEEKING WEALTH will come to its climax, not through 
conditions created by Socialist or Communist infiltration, but with the ad- 
vent of the atomic age that is pressing upon us. Within reach soon will 
be vast new resources of such an unlimited nature, and so overwhelming in 
the possibilities for application to our daily needs, as to promise an abund- 
ance undreamed of. Will all this be held back, regulated, dribbled bit by 
bit into public usage so as not to disturb our profit system which is based 
on regulated scarcity? 


“Surplus” is still the most feared word in the citadels of industry 
and finance — with everything from oil to tomatoes and diamonds being 
limited in production to protect price and profit structures from the threat 
of abundance. And that with half the world hungry and living in mud 
huts and with much of America yet ill housed and inadequately fed. 


As long as unemployment and hard times do not harass and stir 
the public mind, the present conservative trends will continue undis- 
turbed. If extremes are avoided it will greatly benefit our economy to 
forge closer cooperation between private enterprise and local and Federal 
Government, for such cooperation is much more desirable in the perpetu- 
ation of a free economy than overcentralized Federal control. But if the 
private utility corporations stifle the expansion of abundant cheap power 
resources in favor of limited power sources at higher rates, and corporate 
wealth gains control of our atomic resources, an aroused public can cre- 
ate such a political tidal wave as will make some of the brethren wish 
they were still riding to their offices in a horse car, to quote from a pri- 
vate utility official who freely expressed to your editor his fears of the 
implications of the atomic age. Will the present Republican leaders help 
to restore an admittedly needed balance to our economy or will they 
prove to be the pallbearers of capitalism as we have known it? The 
American people have been taught to expect abundance out of our re- 
markable way of life; if economic reverses bring fear and insecurity, and 
they find that abundance is being reserved for a restricted few, we’ll see 


some lively transitions —to say the least. 


Report from Formosa 
(continued) 
ny apparently instigated and im- 
plemented by Chiang’s Russian- }, 
trained son. The ranking Democrat 
on this committee, Representative 
James P. Richards of S. C., stated 
that Formosa should be “an exhibit 
of democracy .. . If you can’t have 
a democracy on Formosa, how can 
we offer it to the people of China?” 


Report from Red China 

Realism as to conditions on the 
mainland of China is also essential 
in appraising the problems we face 
in Asia. Revealing first-hand infor- 
mation from visitors to Red China 
during recent months, which has 
been assembled by Worldover Press, 
warrants our study. We summarize 
herewith highlights of this report: 
In eight cities, formerly ragged and 
semi-starving peoples looked notice- 
ably better fed and better clothed, 
Self-respect increases among the 
workers of the one-time coolie class, 
Tipping has been abolished; pedi- 
cabs have replaced the old human- 
drawn rickshas; use of the term 
“coolie” is not allowed. Unemploy- 
ment has disappeared because of 
many vast projects now under way. 
On the other hand, strikes are ab- 
solutely prohibited. 

The shortage of machinery for 
public works projects, such as the 
great dam for the Yangtse River, 
necessitates that laborers work in 
dust and bad weather without pro- 
tection and with the primitive meth- 
ods. Wages are appallingly low — 
on the Yangtse project, about one 
U. S. dollar per week. Food prices 
are relatively high, compared to 
other parts of Asia. A 12-hour day 
is the rule, and there are only four 
paid holidays a year. 

Provided he conforms and makes 
good marks, a student can enter 
high school and move from there 
into a university, with tuition free. 
The government needs more train- 
ed doctors, teachers, engineers, 
farmers, factory managers and 
builders, and by making education 
available wins the loyalty of young 
people. 

New goals have been set for col- 
lective farms; yet, even if the pro- 
posed objectives are attained, only 
one per cent of all peasant fami- 
lies will then be living under col- 
lectivization. 

Fear persists because of wide- 
spread snooping and spying. It is a 
crime to be caught speaking Eng- 
lish. Children are required to re- 
port any deviation by their parents. 
Through the schools. young chil 
dren are taught the ideal of getting 
into the army. Emphasis is placed 
not only on safeguarding the nation 
from attack, but on revenge against 
its foes. Visitors are often given 
lavish entertainment and facilities 
but are, as a rule, restricted in any 
independent inquiries, and mainly 
go about under official guidance. 
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